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To further cooperation in the Western
Hemisphere and beyond on climate change,
the Department of Treasury yesterday en-
tered into a $14 million ‘‘debt for forest’’
agreement with the Government of El Sal-
vador under the Tropical Forest Conserva-
tion Act. By funding tropical forest conserva-
tion in that country, the agreement will se-
cure important benefits of carbon sequestra-
tion and climate change mitigation.

Fostering further scientific cooperation on
climate change among nations in our hemi-
sphere, the Department of Commerce is
bringing together more than 100 scientists
from the United States, Mexico, and South
America to study the regional impacts of cli-
mate change, another important area of un-
certainty highlighted by the National Acad-
emy of Sciences study.

My Environmental Protection Agency Ad-
ministrator also met with the Canadian and
Mexican environment ministers on June 29
and pledged to jointly consider ‘‘market-
based approaches for carbon sequestration,
energy efficiency, and renewable energy in
North America.’’ Today the United States
will host a meeting with the Japanese envi-
ronment minister at which they will focus on
opportunities for bilateral cooperation on cli-
mate change, including enhanced, joint cli-
mate modeling research.

Finally, in keeping with my commitment
to engage internationally, the United States
has participated and will continue to partici-
pate constructively in international discus-
sions on climate change, including in the up-
coming Sixth Conference of the Parties to
the Framework Convention on Climate
Change (COP–6) that begins this Monday in
Bonn, Germany.

These initiatives illustrate the efforts my
administration will continue to encourage
strongly. These partnerships leverage re-
sources to achieve tangible results. In many
cases, their scope is international, reflecting
the fact that both the problem and solutions
for climate change extend beyond the bor-
ders of any one nation. And they represent
the kind of investments in scientific and tech-
nological knowledge on which real progress
on this long-term challenge must be based.
I am pleased that those who are signing
agreements with us or who have otherwise

pledged to pursue joint research with our
Government share our vision of enhancing
our knowledge and making progress on this
important issue.

Statement: Toward a Democratic
Cuba

July 13, 2001

Seven years ago today a tugboat carrying
72 people off the coast of Cuba, the 13 de
Marzo, was repeatedly rammed by Cuban au-
thorities resulting in 41 deaths, including 10
children. On this sad anniversary, the United
States extends condolences to the families
and survivors of this tragedy. The tyranny
that rules Cuba today bears direct responsi-
bility for this and other crimes—crimes, that
should not go unpunished, against innocent
civilians, and countless other human rights
violations over the years.

As I said on Cuban Independence Day,
the sanctions the United States enforces
against the Castro regime are not just a policy
tool but a moral statement. It is wrong to
prop up a regime that routinely stifles all the
freedoms that make us human. The United
States stands opposed to such tyranny and
will oppose any attempt to weaken sanctions
against the Castro regime until it respects the
basic human rights of its citizens, frees polit-
ical prisoners, holds democratic free elec-
tions, and allows free speech.

In order to manage more effectively the
sanctions against the Cuban regime and en-
force the Federal regulations governing the
embargo, I have asked the Treasury Depart-
ment to enhance and expand the enforce-
ment capabilities of the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control in this area. It is important that
we uphold and enforce the law to the fullest
extent with a view toward preventing unli-
censed and excessive travel, enforcing limits
on remittances, and ensuring humanitarian
and cultural exchanges actually reach pro-
democracy activists in Cuba.

In addition, I will expand support for
human rights activists and the democratic op-
position, and we will provide additional fund-
ing for nongovernmental organizations to
work on pro-democracy programs in Cuba.
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Focusing our support on activities that pro-
mote democratic values will go a long way
toward accelerating the democratic transition
of Cuba.

Finally, it gives me great pleasure to an-
nounce the Director, Office of Cuba Broad-
casting, Mr. Salvador Lew, a well-respected
journalist and member of the Advisory Board
for Cuba Broadcasting. I have told Mr. Lew
that my number one priority is to make sure
that Radio and TV Marti are broadcast clear-
ly to Cuba allowing every Cuban citizen ac-
cess to accurate news and information. In
order to do that, I have instructed him to
use all available means to overcome the jam-
ming of Radio and TV Marti. Once we open
the flow of information, the demands for
freedom will ring stronger than ever.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance
With United Nations Security
Council Resolutions
July 13, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1) and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the United Nations Security Council.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 7
The White House announced that the

President declared a major disaster in Mon-
tana and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe winter storms on June 3–
14.

July 8
In the evening, the President returned

from Kennebunkport, ME, to Washington,
DC.

July 9
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Fairfax, VA, and later returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jack Martin to be Chief Financial
Officer of the Department of Education.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joan E. Ohl to be Commissioner
of Children, Youth, and Families within the
Department of Health and Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Melody H. Fennel to be Assistant
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment for Congressional and Intergovern-
mental Relations.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Frederico Juarbe, Jr., to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Employ-
ment and Training.

The President announced his intention to
nominate the following individuals to be
members of the Board of Directors of the
Commodity Credit Corporation: Mark Ed-
ward Rey, Eric M. Bost, James R. Moseley,
Joseph J. Jen, Thomas C. Dorr, J.B. Penn,
and William Hawks.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the President’s National Security Tele-
communications Advisory Committee: Dan-
iel P. Burnham, Joseph Paul Nacchio, Van
B. Honeycutt, Clay M. Jones, David Michael
Cote, F. Duane Ackerman, Herbert W. An-
derson, Donald Joseph Obert, and Bernard
John Ebbers.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as Directors
of the Board of Directors for the Student
Loan Marketing Association: Colin R. Mc-
Millan, Catherine L. Hanaway, Mary K.


